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MPA writer’s workshops April 9 and April 22 
 
Remember writing? You should. After all, it’s what made so many of us get into newspapers in 
the first place. And it’s what makes reading the paper a pleasure – or a chore. 
 
But in these days of doing more with less, do you really focus on your writing, on making it 
better? How much time do you spend cranking out stories just to keep up with the news and 
keep your paper full? How much does that lock you into quick, easy and old habits? 
 
The MPA invites you to step back from the daily grind, take time to think about what makes 
or breaks a story and join a group of your colleagues to trade tips and ideas. We know you’ll 
bring a new perspective back to your job. 
 
For two half-day workshops, we plan to assemble small groups of writers to examine the work 
they’re doing and figure out how it could be more satisfying, to themselves and to readers.  
 
If you sign up, be prepared to do some homework beforehand, and to hear – and give – 
honest opinions of stories that you and those in your group have written. 
 
Here’s how it will work: We’ll convene at The Times Record in Brunswick on Friday, April 9 
and at the Bangor Daily News on Thursday, April 22. Each workshop will start at 9 a.m. and 
end around 12:30 p.m. with lunch, provided by the MPA as part of the $25 registration fee. 
Up to 12 writers will be accepted for each session. 
 
Once you register, choose two stories that you've written – one that pleased you and one that 
didn't. Copy and paste them into Word documents, strip off your bylines and the name of 
your paper, and send the copies to Jeff Ham, at 26 Elmwood Road, Cape Elizabeth, ME   
04107 or jham@pressherald.com. Don't identify which story you liked and which one you 
thought fell short. 
 
When all of the writers have submitted their stories, copies will be sent to every member of 
the group to be critiqued. Take notes as you read your colleagues' work. Think about what you   
like and don't like in each story. Consider what you would have done, and avoided, if you'd 
written the story. Compile questions to ask other writers about how they reported and wrote 
their stories. Those ideas will be the basis for the group's discussion. An MPA board member 
will moderate each session, and no doubt throw out some ideas about writing. 
 
To take advantage of this unique hands-on training opportunity, fill out the attached form 
and mail it to the MPA with your check for $25.  
 
Registration deadline is Wednesday, March 10 for both groups. Stories must be submitted to 
Jeff by March 20 and expect to receive copies from your group by March 30. 



  
 

 
 

Maine Press Association 
Attn: Writer’s Workshop 

PO Box 95 
St. Albans, ME 04971-0095 

 
Name ______________________________ Employer ______________________ 
 
 
Home Mailing Address ________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Home Phone ___________ Work Phone _____________ Email ________________ 
 
 
I will attend the (check one) ___ April 9 ___ April 22 workshop. 
 
 
 
 

 


